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“The struggle for reparations for the Holocaust of Enslavement of African people 
is clearly one of the most important struggles being waged in the world today.  For it is 
about fundamental issues of human freedom, human justice and the value we place on 
human life in the past as well as in the present and future.  It is a struggle which, of 
necessity, contributes to our regaining and refreshing our historical memory as a people 
remembering and raising up the rightful claims of our ancestors to lives of dignity and 
decency and to our reaffirming and securing the rights and capacity of their descendants 
to live free, full and meaningful lives in our times.” Maulana Karenga, Professor of 
Black Studies, California State University, Long Beach 
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ON REPARATIONS 
“If you are the son of a man who had a wealthy estate and you inherit 

your father’s estate, you have to pay off the debts that your father incurred 
before he died.  The only reason that the present generation of white 
Americans are in a position of economic strength … is because their fathers 
worked our fathers for over 400 years with no pay…  We were sold from 
plantation to plantation like you sell a horse, or a cow, or a chicken, or a 
bushel of wheat…  All that money… is what gives the present generation of 
American whites the ability to walk around the earth with their chests out … 
like they have some kind of economic ingenuity. 

Your father isn’t here to pay.  My father isn’t here to collect.  But I’m 
here to collect and you’re here to pay.” 

      Malcolm X (1964) 
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